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Introduction

To become apprised
of the Texas Educa-
tion Agency's (TEA)
initiatives in bi-
lingual/bicultural
education, one,
naturally, searches
the Internet under
Texas Education
Agency, Curriculum,
Bilingual educa-
tion. After being
welcomed to the
site, the re-
searcher is offered
two brochures. One
is titled English
as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) Pro-
grams: Benefits for
Your Child; in a
question-and-answer
fashion, it asks
and answers the
following ques-
tions:

e What is English
as a second lan-
guage?

e What is an ESL
program?

e What is the pur-
pose of an ESL
program?

e Who should be
enrolled in an
ESL program?

e Will my child be

taught the same
subjects and
learn the same
skills as stu-
dents in the
regular program?

e Who is responsi-
ble for teaching
in an ESL pro-
gram?

e How is an ESL
program differ-
ent from English
language arts
instruction?

e How can parent
be involved in
the ESL program?

The second brochure
is titled Bilingual
Education Programs:
Benefits for Your
Child! It, like-
wise, asks and an-
swers these ques-
tions:

e What is the pur-
pose of bilin-
gual education?

e Who does the bi-
lingual educa-
tion program
serve?

e How will the bi-
lingual educa-
tion program
help m child?

e Will my child be
taught the same
subjects and
learn the same
skills as stu-
dents in the
regular pro-
grams?

e Will my child
learn English?

e Who is responsi-
ble for teaching

in a bilingual
education?

e How can parents
become involved
in the bilingual
education pro-
gram?

English Is Neces-
sary

Finally, under the
first two entries
of the heading Re-
lated Links, the
researcher is in-
formed of the mean-
ing of TEA's Eng-
lish Language Pro-
ficiency Standards
(ELP) and Texas Es-
sential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS):

The English
language profi-
ciency (ELP) stan-
dards contain the
language skills
that limited Eng-
lish proficient
children in Texas
are taught to en-
sure that they
have the full op-
portunity to learn
English and suc-
ceed academically.
The ELP standards
are part of the
state-required
curriculum, the
Texas Essential
Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS). The
ELP standards con-
sist of the Span-
ish language arts
TEKS (grades K-6)
and the English as
a second language
TEKS (grades K-
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12). (Texas Educa-
tion Agency,
2004) .

The ELP stan-
dards include sec-
ond language ac-
quisition skills
that enable 1im-
ited English pro-
ficient students
to become fluent
in English. In or-
der for these stu-
dents to learn the
academic English
necessary for aca-
demic learning,
their second lan-
guage acquisition
skills must be ad-
dressed in all
their academic
classes, whether
they are learning
mathematics, sci-
ence, or other
subjects. The ELP
standards also in-
clude the language
arts skills that
all Texas students
are required to be
taught. (Texas
Education Agency,
2004) .

History and
Healthy Identity
Formation

All this sounds
good until one
hears of profes-
sional studies like
that of the Thomas
B. Fordham Insti-
tute stating that
"Texas fares poorly
in Hispanic educa-
tion standards"
(KRGV-TV, 2006) :

Texas ranked low-
est among the na-
tion's four
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southern border
states 1in its
standards for
teaching Latin
American and
Mexican history.
The national
study was re-
leased today by
the Washington-
based Thomas B.
Fordham Insti-
tute. On a scale
of zero to ten,
Texas scored a
five-—-just above
the national av-
erage of four-
point-two. Cali-
fornia scored a
ten. Arizona
scored a six. New
Mexico scored an
eight. Walter
Russell Meade,
who reviewed
state education
standards, says
the subject might
not be getting
the kind of em-
phasis that it
deserves. State
Board of Educa-
tion member Pat
Hardy is a his-
tory and geogra-
phy teacher for
the Weatherford
school district.
Hardy says Texas
uses a '"spiraling
curriculum" to
teach world his-
tory that has
more depth than
most states. She
says the curricu-
lum introduces
concepts at dif-
ferent levels and
expands on them
later.

One must wonder
whether the Texas
Education Agency is
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really in touch
with the societal
identity and place
of the Hispanic
population in its
own state whose 1,
951 mile border
with Mexico has
more crossings (le-
gal) than any other
border in the world
(Wikipedia, 2006).
This datum is not a
mere interesting
curiosity but an
indicator that the
Texan Hispanic is-
sue is here to stay
and that educators
fail to understand
the importance of
culture in the
healthy formation
of personal iden-
tity.

Hispanic Dominance
in Texas

In the city of
Houston, the His-
panics, besides be-
ing the fastest
growing ethnic
group, make up the
largest body, en-
joying 37 percent
of the population,
followed by Anglos
with 30 percent,
and Blacks with 25
percent. Sixty per-
cent of all stu-
dents in the Hous-
ton Independent
School District—--—
the largest in
Texas and seventh
in the nation--are
Hispanic (Mexican
Institute of
Greater Houston,
2006, q1). Steve
Murdock (2006) re-
minds us that the
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Texas population is
getting old and
very Hispanic. By
2040, young Hispan-
ics will dominate
the Texas popula-
tion. "If you won-
der what the future
of this country
will look like and
you live in Texas,
all you need to do
is look around you.
The state is a pre-
cursor of what we
can expect nation-
wide" (p. 7). Mur-
dock, also, pre-
dicts that the 2040
population will be
59 percent His-
panic, 24 percent
Anglo, with mainly
Asians outnumbering
Blacks as the
state’s third larg-
est ethnic group.

Hispanics Unpre-
pared for the
Workforce

Now, relating
these data to edu-
cation, Klineberg,
drawing on the con-
clusions of a 2005
survey, concluded
that:

Almost all the
good jobs today
require high lev-
els of technical
skills and educa-
tional creden-
tials, and a high
school education
is not enough to
get a good job.
The jobs of the
future economy re-
quire postsecond-
ary education, at
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college. (Mexican
Institute of
Greater Houston,
2006, 94).

If this is the
case, the Hispanic
community is in
crisis, for 20 per-
cent of American-
born Hispanics and
52 percent of His-
panic immigrants
have less than high
school education.
In 2003, public
school districts in
Texas showed that
Hispanics had a
three times greater
dropout rate than
that of Whites and
an almost 30 per-
cent higher than
that of African-
Americans (Mexican
Institute of
Greater Houston,
2006, qe6).

One should not be
deceived into
thinking that this
is solely an His-
panic problem: If
the Hispanic commu-
nity in the U.S.
hurts socially,
economically, and
morally, so will
the nation, as a
whole, hurt. To
wit, according to
the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, high school
dropouts will earn
35 percent less
than the median
relative earnings
of the American
population ages 21
to 64, causing a
loss in tax revenue
for the state and
higher costs re-
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lated to juvenile
crime, drug abuse,
health and social
services (Mexican
Institute of
Greater Houston,
2006, 497). Lewis
(1996), accord-
ingly, holds that
"it is pure non-
sense" to believe

that teachers and
administrators,
even those 1in the
most disadvantaged
schools, are jus-
tified in believ-
ing that they can-
not have much of
an effect on the
lives of the poor-
est children be-
cause of what hap-
pens outside the
school and what
has occurred be-
fore these young-
sters are old
enough even to at-
tend school .
At the core of
the problems of
those on or nearly
on welfare is the
inadequacy of the
schools' efforts
to teach what they
should teach first
and foremost—-—
language. Above
all else, young
children must be
taught to read,
write, speak, and
listen so well
that they can use
these skills com-
petently and can
interpret increas-
ingly challenging
material. ({92-3).

To break the cycle
of poverty and il-
literacy, popula-
tion should, first
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of all, be catego-
rized according to
priority which
Lewis classifies in
this way (Lewis,
1996, 17):

(1) there are young
mothers and fa-
thers whose 1it-
eracy skills
must be made
good enough to
prevent their
children from
reliving the cy-
cle of low
skills/low
wages.

(2) there are teen-
age mothers with
poor literacy
skills who must
be prepared for
an increasingly
demanding work-
place, and there
are teenagers at
risk of dropping
out and/or
starting fami-
lies too early;
finally,

(3) there are the
unborn, who
should be able
to count on en-
tering families
that are pre-
pared to think
of the future of
their newest
members from the
moment of their
births.

Finally, Lewis
(1996) offers four
research-based pro-
posals for adoption
by educators,
schools, and commu-
nities to break the
intergenerational
cycle of poverty:

(1) educate the
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(2)

(3)

(4)

parents (espe-
cially the moth-
ers) of young
children already
in the system,
for the educa-
tional level of
mothers is the
most important
influence on the
educational at-
tainment of
children;

combine educa-
tional and con-
textual training
for welfare
mothers——most of
whom are teenag-
ers——for whom
job success is,
obviously, of
extreme impor-
tance--cognitive
researcher Tho-
mas Sticht,
drawing on re-
sults from the
military, busi-
ness, and educa-
tion, argues
that young peo-
ple can learn
basic skills
best when educa-
tion is embedded
in job prepara-
tion;

urge those
young men and
women who are
apt to make bad
choices to go to
college, for
such a ray of
hope, according
to the National
Educational Lon-
gitudinal Study
(NELS-88), is
related to stay-
ing in school
and to delaying
sexual activity;
and, finally,

begin, from now
on and from the
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delivery room,
programs for
literacy enrich-
ment, for stud-
ies of infant
development and
research into
cognition have
shown that,
starting at
birth, early
language stimu-
lation has an
influence on
brain develop-
ment and, later,
on learning suc-
cess.

Intraculturalism

Maybe educators,
with their lofty
ideals, can learn
something valuable
from the leanings
of materialistic
marketers. To em-
power companies and
marketers, the in-
novation consulting
firm Cheskin has
released Nuestro
Futuro: Hispanic
Teens In Their Own
Words, representing
a 30-hour video
profile of U.S.
Hispanic teen life-
styles, attitudes
and behaviors. In
the words of the
Hispanic teens,
themselves, the
profiles bring key
issues to light.
Stephen Palacios,
Cheskin executive
vice president,
states (Hispanic
Ad.com, 200606) :

Currently, many

marketing programs
correctly focus on
multicultural mar-
kets, celebrating

and Intracultural-



distinct cultures

for targeted prod-
ucts, services and

communications.

With youth, we be-
lieve the trend is

toward 'intracul-
turalism'—--the
combining, shar-
ing, and recreat-
ing of multiple
ethnic identity

influences. Study-

ing this phenome-
non in Hispanic

teens can provide
insights into not

only this segment,

but how this eth-
nic variable 1is
playing a greater
role for teens
generally. (93).

Intraculturism is
a new word to ex-
plain the ease with
which America’s
youth adopts and
adapts aspects of a
diversity of cul-
tures into their
identity. Distin-
guished from multi-
culturalism cele-
brating distinct
cultures unto them-
selves, Intracul-
turalism

is a fluid process
of identity forma-
tion that continu-

ally borrows from
a diversity of

traditions and at-

titudes. For in-
stance, a young

girl of Hispanic
descent may com-

bine hip-hop fash-

ion with Mehndi-

stained hands when
she goes out danc-

ing to her favor-

ite Reggaeton art-

ists. The next
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morning she sits
down with her
grandmother to
watch a telenovela
before logging
onto MySpace.com
to catch up on her
diverse network of
friends. Why 1is
this important?

As a dominant
trend among Ameri-
can teens, which
is driven by an
increase in the
diversity of peer
groups and social
permissibility,
intraculturalism
is bound to shape
this country’s fu-
ture cultural
landscape. The
trend is most
prominent among
Hispanic youth, a
demographic that
is growing six
times faster than
other market seg-
ments . . . His-
panic youth cur-
rently control $20
billion in spend-
ing power and in-
fluence over S$200
billion in house-
hold spending.
Hispanic teen cul-
ture and attitudes
are influencing
“mainstream”
American values
through their
growing presence
and intracultural-
ism - shouldn’t we
have a picture of
what that means?
(17) .

Summary and Conclu-

sion

The Texas Educa-

tion Agency's of-
ferings on Bilin-
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gual/Bicultural
education is inter-
esting but, cer-
tainly, not enough.
Few, today, deny
the importance and
need for the U.S.
citizen or perma-
nent resident to
master English; it
is a given. This
country's cultur-
ally Anglo-Saxon
forefathers, over
two hundred years
ago, framed a Na-
tion with the best
of Western civili-
zation; now, in the
twenty-first cen-
tury, that marvel-
ous State, still so
strong and resil-
ient, must crea-
tively blend into
its fold the His-
panic strain of
that same histori-
cally great Western
Society. This com-
ing together of two
major cultures from
the one common
civilization is,
once more, testi-
mony to the sound-
ness and intrinsic
strength of the
American Way in
which religion,
government, educa-
tion, and all so-
cial institutions
must work together
to mould a di-
vinely-inspired so-
ciety. To do this
in accord with
America's accus-
tomed theistic be-
nevolence, the
blending of cul-
tures must always
mean giving prefer-
ence to the most
socially powerless.
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Intraculturism is
a new word to ex-
plain, in youth,
the fluid process
of identity forma-
tion that continu-
ally borrows from a
diversity of tradi-
tions and atti-
tudes. It is, how-
ever, naive to
imagine that young
people are freely
making decisions
that will eventu-
ally blend into
some new American
scene. They are ma-
nipulated, to a
great degree, by
the money-making
media, by capital-
ism. For, in this
writer's experi-
ence, the young
U.S. Hispanics are,
nowadays, showing
themselves to be
little different
from the young Mex-
ico City Hispanics-
—-thanks to cable
and satellite tele-
vision which 1is,
virtually, the
ubiquitous stage
for the amoral en-
tertainment indus-
try. Daily, church
and school are, it
seems, having less
influence on the
cultural formation
of today's youth
and of tomorrow's
"mix-and-match" so-
ciety.

Leo-Francis Daniels-
Kaczmarczyk, C.0., 1is
Provost of the Pharr
Oratory of St. Philip of
Pontifical Right and
Rector of the Pharr Ora-
tory of St. Philip Neri
School System.
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Thoughts on
Learning

Question: I happen
to believe that
reading is the sin-
gle most important
academic skill that
students need. I
also believe, as
your post states,
that vocabulary is
a key predictor of
academic success,
too.

The problem with
vocabulary instruc-
tion is that the
teacher often has
the students look
up the word, define
it and memorize the
definition only to
regurgitate it back
on a test. My own
daughter struck me
in sixth grade when
she could state
definitions of
words and then use
them totally out of
context in a sen-
tence. Of course,
research also
states that if
teachers did a sim-
ple thing like ask
students to use the
words correctly in
a sentence, it
would tell if the
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students truly knew
the definition or
not. Your thoughts?

Answer: It was so
refreshing to read
that "reading is
the single most im-
portant academic
skill that students
need." I could not
agree with you
more: To the ex-
perienced, insight-
ful teacher, read-
ing/writing reveals
intelligence, logi-
cal thinking,
critical thinking,
creative thinking,
playful thinking,
analytical think-
ing, synthetic
thinking and on and
on.

Words, as I see
it, cannot be in-
corporated effec-
tively into a per-
son's active and
passive memories in
the form of iso-
lates but are best
"possessed" by a
learner 'within a
practical context";
that is to say, it
must form part of
something that the
hearer or reader is
bent on or is ready
to learn.

When I have the
occasion to teach,
I always use my
regular vocabulary,
elucidating what
might be unfamiliar
vocabulary to my
hearers with syno-
nyms comfortably
embedded alongside
what might be an
unfamiliar word.
This assures me
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that the hearers do
understand what I
am talking about
and, also, that
they know there are
other words--
sometimes better
words—--to express
the same notion.
The most important
goal is that the
hearer understand,
first, by my using
the nickel and dime
words and, of
course, I pray
that, later, they
will eventually un-
derstand and remem-
ber the dollar
words.

Oratorium Sancti
Philippi Nerii

Oratory of St.
Philip Neri
School System
p. o. box 1698
Pharr, Texas
78577

The mission of
the Oratory of
St. Philip Neri
School System is
to promote bi-
culturally the
formation of
Christian char-
acter, Catholic
lay leadership,
Christian fel-
lowship, and
community ser-
vice by inte-
grating the Gos-
pel message into
a liberal arts
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educational pro-
gram in the
spirit of joy
exemplified by
St. Philip Neri,
the Oratory's
founder
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